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Queer Theory - what is it?

Early 1990s LGBT/feminist studies: associated
with Butler, feminist using Foucault &
psychoanalysis

What does it do?

« Shows the cultural nature of ‘personal’/subjective
identities
— E.g. sex & gender are culturally assigned & not fixed/

guaranteed by nature; and the gender binary sustains the
heterosexual matrix (Butler 1990, 1991)

 The performative nature of identity (like AlthussEr |
being hailed X leads to you feeling/being an X) rune
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Picture SEVEN












Some background: UK cultural
politics

* Class (social & economic status)
 Gender
* Sexual orientation

* Liberal defence of family as private
(and Nanny State as interfering)
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Blaming lone mothers
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SOME
PEOPLE
ARE GAY.

‘: t Stonewall
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