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Queer Theory - what is it?

Early 1990s LGBT/feminist studies: associated
with Butler, feminist using Foucault &
psychoanalysis

What does it do?

« Shows the cultural nature of ‘personal’/subjective
identities
— E.g. sex & gender are culturally assigned & not fixed/

guaranteed by nature; and the gender binary sustains the
heterosexual matrix (Butler 1990, 1991)

 The performative nature of identity (like AlthussEr |
being hailed X leads to you feeling/being an X) rune
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Focussing on
the doing of parenting

...might help meet:

1.(socialist) feminist demands to
recognise the reproductive labour
involved in parenting;

2.LGB campaigns to value parenting by
same-sex couples;

3.feminist, queer & trans- demandsBanel
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How?

* By eliminating maternal & paternal
identities tied to gender, so that
mothering is no longer essentially
different to fathering (certainly in English,
‘fathering’ means procreating in some contexts)

» By focussing on the doing - labour -
not the being

* By disregarding identities in favouy of

relationships é’[ﬂﬂ!ﬁ!
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Parenting Classes

* Government funded, usually compulsory set
of classes for ‘problem families’
— an intervention to challenge violence or abuse

e Can be seen as cultural re-education of
‘underclass’ families: but this means it is an
activity that people can be trained in

* Has strong critics (class pathologisation,

government interference, Ieft—libertari?) |
rune
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To Conclude

* Do the parents like Queer Theory?

* Does QT pass? Is she seen as acceptable or
even ‘a good thing’?
« Will they ‘grow to appreciate each other’?

Post-identity Parenting - a separation of
partnership from parental relationships (&
distinction between these), a more
relationally defined (ie. Subjective/
emotional), that focuses on the relevanBrunel
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